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his book, as it may be said of the Christian
Gospels, that no one will read it, however respect-
able, but he gets a knock upon his conscience;
no one however fallen, but he finds a kindly and
supporting welcome.

IV.

Nor has he been content with merely blowing
the trumpet for the battle of well-doing; he has
given to his precepts the authority of his own
brave example. Naturally a grave, believing man,
with little or no sense of humour, he has succeeded
as well in life as in his printed performances.
The spirit that was in him has come forth most
eloquently in his actions. Many who have only
read his poetry have been tempted to set him
down as an ass, or even as a charlatan ; but I
never met any one who had known him personally
who did not profess a solid affection and respect
for the man's character. He practises as he pro-
fesses ; he feels deeply that Christian love for all
men; that toleration, that cheerful delight in serving
others, which he often celebrates in literature with
a doubtful measure of success. And perhaps, out
of all his writings, the best and the most human
and convincing passages are to be found in " these
soil'd and creas'd little livraisons, each composed